making a swarm, 2

client: a swarm of angels

date: 07

the debrief with matt was useful. we both agreed on the weaknesses in the
original animatic. the overall tone was too strong, the flapping wings were
unsophisticated and the text needed to be remade. also, could we make
more of the idea of a swarm, playing with patterns, and take the colours
down to those of the recently designed poster?

route 1 - flock

to show the idea of gathering a community with an amount of freedom, this
was my personal favourite; i liked the idea of the angels actually creating the

text as they merge.

route 2 - vortex

imagine water collecting as is runs down the plug-hole. as the angels twirl
and shrink they wrap themselves up into a nice corkscrew from which the
text appears. everything rotates around a central axis.

route 3 - geometry

to show order, growth and harmony. the camera pulls back as angels come

together and meet in the middle in a radiating spherical pattern. a wave
ripples from the center to wipe on the text. my least favourite.
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versions 2 and 3 were uploaded to the swarm site and put to the public vote.

here’s how they fared:
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i sent matt a test image to see if we agreed on the idea of tone and pattern.
at this stage i quite liked the seraphin used as a kind of trademark above the
‘s’. we agreed to make three stings in very rough form - each concentrating
on a theme; flocking, swirling and pattern, and choose two for the swarm
members to vote on, the winner i would produce.

the birds appear from behind the camera, crashing past it flying towards the
right and the far off distance, slowing as they do. as they disappear they
leave pieces of text behind which eventually make ‘a swarm of angels’.

all works © mark hough
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